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WATER. SOFT BREEZES BEGIN LAZY JOURNEYS OVER THE ДУ 
SURFACE OF THE BLACK WATER PUSHING ON THE BR- 


ANCHES MOVING THE UPROOTED TREE OER THE BLACK 
SI OCEAN DIT. : 


y / STRUMMED THROUGH 
THE NEEDLES SPEW- 
ING ALL HIS YESTERYERRS 


||| 


LET МЕ REMOVE) 
YOUR BURDEN. ill 


Б; 


+ A JOURNEY WHOSE DESTINATION 15 SPOKE OF ONLY FROM MEMORY,.A МЕМ- 
JORY FAR MORE DISTANT THAN MY YOUNG THREE HUNDRED YEARS. HOW THE 
ሃቃ WoRS OF THIS OLD ONE NOW WHISPER IN МУ МАО У тома plush valleys 
(A and jagqed mountains flowed he silence of wilderness... and the heavens burned] 
#ሪ ами: naked furnace which furnished the heat far the perpetual summers. in such B 
А a world we lived culturing our intelligente. So it was belore--- during - -- until 
8 the end of the age of reptiles... the world turned harsh and cold... we fled 


A into the deep pits to where heat still Tlurished, but few dared such aventuren | 
most were to Ме dead inthe womb of the earth frozen опа, day grown cold. | 
„Вит FOR YOU ALLIS OVER MY ELDER. THEY COME WITH THOUGHTS | 

@ OF FEAR AND HATE .. WE ALL HEARD YOUR MIND SCREAM As THOSE Й 

| FOUL THOUGHTS You HEARD PIERCED YouR SOUL ,. THESE NEW 

2 SURFACE DWELLERS HAVE THE GIFT OF INTELLIGENCE YET 
KNOW NOTHING OF THE VALUE OF LIFE ...ፒ WEEP WITH ALL THE DEATH | 
THEY THOUGHTLESSY | 


AA 
AS FOR THE REST, 
OF YouR JOURNEY. 
\ 4 Мем, 
AY ONE OF THE FEW 


"BOLDER CROPS ANDTREE GLA 
BMOONLESS NIGHTS SENTIENT SHADOWS SOAR TAKING ON GRISLY 


ሥ Cy 
Y 


Е) 


К hos 

NOT ROCKS... % 

—t NOTHING... ime % 
x ez A | 


м 
м 


ILL STOP МЕ FROM 
GOING WHERE 1 60, 255 


q < 


АЯ MORNING SUN RAKED OVER THE SKY CLEARING AWAY 
< THE NIGHT... HE TURNS To WELCOME THE SUN... 
„^Ш: <, "Ww q Nw» 


7 pp 
| / шу 
0 


| 


У р 


Pipa. = 


N) EIN 
кл, THE CONVERSATION OF THEIR STARING EYES 
URNS AND CONTINUES «ОМ AND ON, FOLLOWED BY THE RoBED d 
BEING... THE GRASSES SOON RUN IN AMONG A GIANT OAK FOREST. 

| | 


ВЕСОМЕ МЕ ARER) 
EVEN NOW THE 


(MORNING SUN... Y 
м 


«TO FEED HIS 


[THAT Such Tune), 7504 3 wee ing 
| LEND THEMSELVES To) / In Е 
| ጪርዛ SAVAGERY,, Вит № / MANY BEINGS ABOUT 


HIM... BUT I ONLY 
| MALT THE IMAGE IN Mp | /ሥ SENSE THEM. HAZE 
„МС MIND CHANGES AND 1 ТТЛП) OF BLAZING RED 


ዘ CROWS DESPERATE HIS mmmn SURROUNDS HIM... 
Й LUNGS WORK HARD... SAY 


| ኳ 
N 
е LIKE THE GOOD SHOUT ОҒ THE 

ኣዲ -) MORNING SUN THEY COME UP FROM 


ሰ / THE VALLEY OF THEIR DEATH. 


= 


RMS 


жүл j 


NS 
/ 


NS Ци DAYS PASS BY. STILL. 1 
ДА THEY WAIT ON GUARD. 
| ۹ 2 a и Теа EIER 1 


ON THE NINTH DAY THEY = 
FELLTO THE RISING SUN i ) 
DEAD AS THEY HAD BEEN... "| እሃ) 
IF THE HEART THAT BEAT | МА 
HE RHYTHM OF THEIR EXIS- : 

TENCE HAD STOPPED. | ей и ха 


| 
E. Hi 


MEK 


4 T THE LATTER DAYS OF THE OLD EMPIRE, THE EMPEROR'S POWER WANED, NOW- 
LEAPERLESS SWORDSMEN FROM THE IMPERIAL ARMIES BECAME WANDERING 
BRIGANDS WHO PLUNDERED THE COUNTRYSIDE AT THEIR PLEASURE... 
: = 7% 3 
m У 


а и та 7 = ==: 
тері. А 4 

መያ T MINE WAS THE 
ሠረ = ¢ FIRST CLAIM, DOG / 


A WIN 


/...ሠ።፦ STRANGERS AS | 
226 ЕЕЕ EASILY AS FRIENDS, 


S-sray BACK, A-A 


Doa / BACK, 


YOU HAVE SAVED MY 
LIFE, WANDERER... 
FOR THAT 1. OWE YOU 
MORE THAN I CAN 
EVER PAY. 


መጨ 


HAVE YOU NO HUSBAND, GIRL... | | MY FATHER AND му BROTHER | | PERHAPS, WANDERER, YOU ЈЕ 
ARE IN THE IMPERIAL CITY, | | WILL PROTECT ME THIS Да 
TRADING ... AND, AS MY MOTHER] NIGH = 
IS DEAD, I AM LEFT ALONE... Е 
НАМЕКА... > 
ізді < " 
In 4 fi ча if 
W 4 AN Л ЕМ b. 
) | 


ЇЇ 


Y 


“ማል М | 1 


ШИШҮҮ 
||| ||| REED me FROM || 

wwe YOU ; \ | 

REED 


OLD MAN! WHAT DO YOU KNOW | [NO HOUSE STANDS THERE NOW, 

OF A HOUSE WHICH STANDS IN | IMYSON. BUT ONCE A BUILDING 
STOOD IN THAT CURSED PLACE... 

THE HOME OF POOR НАМЕ 

IT BURNED LONG AGO. 


BROTHER WERE AWAY, 
ROVING BRIGANDS 
R or THE PIT. 


ES 


u BUT I THINK „„ THAT 
PERHAPS NEXT TIME... 
НАМЕКА WILL 
NOT RETURN was 


STARING AT THE CRUMBLING TEMPLE 


1 COULD WELL BELIEVE IT 
WAS THREE THOUSAND YEARS OLD... 


^. BUT WAS THE TREASURE 
OF THE ANCIENT SORCEROR K/NGS REALLY BURIED IN 


ITS VAULTS ---2 OR WAS THIS WHOLE CAPER SOME KIND OF 
TRAP /P---\| WONDERED HOW GET INTO THESE MESSES.. 


THIS ONE STARTED BACK АТ MARTUNLUCKY'S TAVERN NEAR 
THE NEW SPACE PORT. LUCKY'S HAD BEEN FULL OF THE USUAL 
THUGS AND BORDERLINE OUTLAWS.., IN OTHER WORDS, FULL OF 
GUYS JUST LIKE ME WHO, ME 2... 

... THEY CALL ME 


YEAH, ДИСКУ У HAD BEEN | [1 COULD SEE BY MY BUDDYANGELO'S FACE, WHICH HAD AN INNOCENT 
JAMMED... THATS WHY | WAS WHOLESOMENESS THAT WOULD HAVE PLACED IT ON A SPACE- PATROL 
50 SURPRISED WHEN ነ SAWHER | | RECRUITING POSTER ЈЕ IT HADN'T BEEN ON THEIR WANTED 
[THROUGH THE HAZE ... SHEETS INSTEAD... THAT HE WAS SURPRISED, TOO... | MEAN, 


HELL}... SHE WAS UNDULATING THROUGH THAT DEN OF THIEVES 
SAY, ANGELO! ,,, GET WITHOUT GETTING 50 MUCHAS А GROPE/ 
ል LOAD OF THIS] +. = SMITTY/ SHE'S 
А NATIVE TOO, | А COMING THIS 2 
JUDGING FROM HER, = МАС: 


ER... UNDRESS... 


"OP a 


COILED AROUND HER NECK МАЧА DEADLY SWAMP 
LIZARD... VE NEVER SEEN THEIR ACT, BUT ነ HEAR THE 
LAST THING YOU KNOW AS YOU FALLTO THE DECK TWO 5Е- 
CONDS AFTER YOU'RE NIPPED 15 HOW YOUR CHIN'S ALL 
SPITTY-LIKE FROM "ME WAY YOUR MOUTH'S FRÜTHING,, 


Е | WONDERED 1F 
BUT 1 SAW REAL 1 COULD TRUST 
QUICK WHAT WAS PRESERVINGHER МК = 


= т 
SHE SAID SHE WAS A PRIESTESS === 
OF SOME KIND... THEN SHE TOLD , 
US АҢ OLD LEGEND...SEEM 
THERE'D BEEN A REB ህም | 
BUT THE GREATEST TREASURES ገ 5222 
WERE HIDDEN IN A DISTANT TEMPLE, = 


SHE TOLD US. A LOT MORE — BUT THE MAIN „THEY FOUND THEY COULDN'T GET TO IT... SEEMS 
THING WAS THAT NO SOONER HAD THE RE- THE QUAKES HAD LEFT THE PLACE SURROUNDED 
BELLION BEEN PUT DOWN THAN A SERIES BY A LOUSY SALT-WATER SWAMP CRAWLING 
OF PLANET- QUAKES ALL BUT WRECKED WITH REFUGEES FROM А HORROR- SHOW +. 
HEIR CINILIZATION, - > 

EU 


SEVERAL GENERATIONS LATER , WITH HAT AND THAT'S THE WAY THINGS STOOD FOR THRE 
MESS STRAIGHTENED AWAY, THEY TRIED THOUSAND YEARS... A FABLLOLS HORDE OF JEWELS 
TO RECOVER THEIR TREASURY, BUT... ALLTUCKED AWAY JUST NAITIN 


<. JUST ዕሪዳ/7///' FOR US 
SMITTY / WE CAN АДУ ,FOR SHOWIN’ US THE WAY. XOU LEAVE 
OVER THAT PUDDLE OF | Й OKAY / WE'LL ሠሪ vr / THAT SCALY 
SNAKES AND DIWY UP BUT ON TWO COVDITIONS/N FRIEND OF 
THE LOOT мита ONE: THE SHARES ARE (| YOURS IN А HOME 
BUBBLES HERE... GONNA BE 60-40, AND FOR THE UGLY, 


М — HE TRIP DIDN'T TAKE LONG,,, BUT AS 
IN WE BRAKED IN FOR A LANDING | WONDERED... 


VERY WELL, 


sn GENTLEMEN... Š 2 „„А GUARDIAN?,.. STILL AROUND AFTER. 
BUT THERE 15 /ፈ THREE THOUSAND YEARS? PSNRW AND 
ONE MORE THING, \ Т\ЅҢ / SAYS ነ. 
THE ANCIENTS ху А ኩክ 
WERE CALLED (С? THERE'S THE TEMPLE/ ፲፻ 
SORCEROR KINGS, ኣ ሎ BRING ек IN 7 


EASY, ANGELO / 


AND THEY LEFT A... DE 
A GUARDIAN то PROTECT [E 

THE TEMPLE UNTIL, = Tu] 
IRE UE TON STANDING HERE INFRONT OF THE 
TEMPLE, УМ 57/72 WONDERAN 0. 


THIS DOOR то 
STEAMING SZAG/ 


..BUT BUBBLES CAME ОР 
WITH አ SUGGESTION --- 


AS THE DOOR GROANED OPEN, 
ል GUST OF WIND SMOTE MY NOSTRILS... 


A LONG TIME WE WANDERED AMONG COLD 
PILLARS, SPOOKED BY OUR OWN ECHOING 


UKE HELL'S FOOTSTEPS, WHEN — FI 
ГИ? Pince aves МЕ 
THE CRAWLS, ANGELO 
| እ ...1 DUNNO, 1 
й - 


ARM-PIT / 
ша 


WRITHING AND GRUNTING ,,, IT WAS THE AIR WAS THICK WITH THE SIZZLING 
HIDEOUS --- AND IT WAS GETTING COUGH ANDELECTRIC STINK OF OZONE 
CLOSER BY THE MICRO- SECOND / FROM OUR BLASTERS 一 BUT 


RUNNIN LOW 
ON CHARGES 
ANGELO... 


SMITTY , OL BUDDY, 
WE'RE NOT 
EVEN 
SLOWING THAT 
THING DOWN / 


A n 1 4 
АКО THEN, አፍ SUDDENLY AS 
SHE'D LEFT, SHE WAS BACK 
. Ро EXCEPT THAT NOW SHE 
\ | WAS ONE SORE PRIESTESS / 


) 


48 


NL. 


COOL AS YOU PLEASE ,SHE DISPLAYED 

AN ARCANE SYMBOL... A TATTOO THAT 

IDENTIFIED HER AS HIGH PRIESTESS... 
Z= m 


BEHOLD, DOLT / 
IVE GOT THE 
MAGIC SIGN / 


(ӘЛЕ SHE HAD THE POWER TO STOP OL 
TALL DARK АМ" GOOEY ALL ALONG, THEN 
HOW COME SHE -..2 
f SAY, SMITTY... 
SOMETHING ABOUT 


| THIS STINKS ,,. 
p vm 


(75 А DOUBLE -CROSS, 
ANGELO/ SHE 
"RM FOR THE 

REEP TO RECYCLE 
“US, so SHE'D 

HAVE THE /007/ 


BUT THAT STARTED 
МЕ THINKING 


ALL RIGHT, WARTS/ 
1 COULDN'T FIND 


HERE ARE 
THEY 27 


| nimmt 
WATAMINIT/ THERE" + 
NOTHIN’ IN MY 


BUT WHAT HAPPENED NEXT NAILED 05 
ALL IN OUR TRACKS 


WHERE ARE THEY I? 


|| E 


Us SATURN! 
— mo 

Tem мог 

GONNA, ር ህፄ... 


| DONT KNOW HOW. | GET ` INTŐ 
THESE THINGS... / 


3 HEY БАТ МА 

Y GIMME ANOTHER | || 

CAN O BEER / 
DAMNITA. 


YEP, ፔ፡.፡82. ITS JUST ABOUT NOW TA KICK THIS TOAD OVER ን, 
TIME I PUNCHED THIS 2 


gone 


JACK PULLS OUT ON THE. 
ROAD, GOIN NOWHERE PARTICULAR- 
AND DOESNT REALLY САВЕ... 
2 Y ኤዲ - 


» JUST СОРРІ 
SOME BREEZE 

$ TAKININTHE + 
WARM AFTERNOON 

SUN, UNTIL JACK 


Nd 
ROADSIDE) — ND 
EA 


HEY SQLIRREL ! / 
WHATS YOUR STORY P 
YOU NEED A FAST RIDE 
SOMEWHERE ?? 


ГА A 
AD JACK, ru Aware YO | ጋ 


THAT ANY CHICK THAT 
HITCHIKES E e мене (А) ум 


SIDE OF THE ВО, x - 
| BE ALL ВАР!!! ደፈራ са | wf 
| THE CHICK, AT FIRST, _ 7 


IS PARANOI 


IM NOT GOIN VERY FAR, BUT L 
SURE LIKE MOTORCYCLES: 
IVE NEVER BEEN ON A- 
`f BIG ONE LIKE THIS 


LL See S 2, Lr T TT = 
— WITH A WARM NEW BACKREST, > 
^b JACK TRYS OUT HIS USUAL 
2С ONE-WHEELED GETAWAY. . . 


, 


25 THE CHICK WAS BLOWN: OUT, $ 
75 BUT JACK KNEW 
£ — ی‎ 


YOULL KNOW AFTER А оу / 
| መ „BABY / 


; | : А 
É П) "IL | 
| 27228 LI 7. РРА T 
As JACK TURNS ON SOME SPEED, 
HIS PASSENGER ENJOYS THE | 2 

RIDE,LINTIL THAT OLD HOG | 

REALLY STARTED FARTIN 。 


T DONT KNOW, 
INEVER... 


二 JACK HAD GONE FAST 
=€ BEFORE AND HAD ALWAYS 
25 / BEEN А 7AD CRAZED... 
а d um ÉS BUT ASTHINGS BEGAN 


—— М Ё Сто GET OUTAHAND.. - 
Bs 27 ара = 6 


НЕ WAS EVER / 
GOING TO SZORA 


еў NU 

ig v 

РА y A ሀ ШО 
Зем 


yok : N ነ \ 
a SN | | 

w RNN | 

\ N Ë со IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS COSMIC CATASTROPHE, 
N ПО = OUT OF THE CORNER OF THE WIND DRIED ЗОСКЕТА | 

S N © - THAT ONCE CONTAINED AN є 

TOHICH IS THE WAY 2 
N 


AT 352 кен || 


RE 


፣ DOWN HERE P. ር 
„> GON AS FAST 45..4 
.- МЕ PZ 


5 መረረ бое К; 


WHATS THIS GUY 
WITH A.A, 7 

сша? „с. М 
STM < N à 
У NO N `, 


WN 


WAT THE МЕТЪР 


AFLASHIN LITE. N 


mes GONNA lh E 
RN ኳ 


ITS GUYS LIKE 
ХОШ THAT MAKE. 
оце JOB REALLY 


Ve 


N 
- № 
Ë” ГУЕ NO LIKING OF GRAVE- 
M YARDS BUT IT IS SAID THAT 
THESE FOOLS BURRY GOLD 


YOU'RE GREEDY! 50 YOU DIE YOUNG! ) | 
MUCH TOO GREEDY? 


2 (В 2) 


WHAT'S THIS? 
STILL МО RISE 
FROM you? 
PERHAPS LESS 
WILL BEGET і 
MORE Y ES E 


$ 


x A THOUGHTID 
Е ЖЗ SPARE HIM... 


Hurt 


"NP > 
THAT'S ІТ 


— 


THE SOUND 15 
CLOSER NOW r 


(ENOUGH CHAT? WE CAN TALK 
LATER. BUT NOW, YOUR HUNGER 
У (WAS AROUSED МУ OWN? 


BUT BEFORE THEY DID. I 
51040 A МАР FROM THEM. І 
THINK IT на WHERE 


THE GIRL, LILA, GO 


CROM AND 
DOWN THE PASSAGE, WHICH 
ENOS IN A HUGE ROOM, 


WARNING [5 TOO LATE? 


A DEMON? TIME 
TO USE THE 
CHANT Y 


CAUSE CROMS FINGER 
TO TIGHTEN 45 НЕ 
AGAIN SHOUTS ціа 
DREAD CURSE.. 


WEGOT PLENTY OF GOLD FROM BESIDES IT WAS (Сат በ BREAK 
THE PRIEST'S NOARO" DEMON FORGED? WHEN I SQUEEZED IT? 


< aie = 


Greetings and Felicttattons 
орга you im your noble enterprise, 
35v slänbotten 

and to the artist, hail 
Hale нап 

both permitting me to introduce 
Robert ("call me what you want to") 

Ban 

myself and wishing to state my 
Tütanse enjoyment of your Sarbartan 
Seien. "In ane of my higher-valus 
Somplisents, I've never read anything 
Gee 15 582298... she silver-bound one 
Blows original ав а mountain Brenz, 
into my Fantasy boxes, necessary аз 
the existence St ConaM ero Ninel, 
Sonatina incarnations (n the Barbarian 
oral region all agree: it's REAL 6 
the way you teil it. Barbarian 
Somos ar hast. Celebrate: 


Robert Main 
Ontario, Canada 


Hale ç Bob - 


Barbarian Comic #1 ін ok, I 1488 it, 
Y wish the plot had been more moti- 
vated, tho. 8,ጸ፪,62ር2, Richard 
Corben, & Barry Smith you ачув ain't, 
but trát vas obvious when Í bought 
Be, Wie “You shin aine 584. Т, 
hope to see lots more of B.C.) ав it. 
298137 worthwhile, 


Robert Raffeallt 
Santa Barbara, CA 


Thrills, chills а morcerer's skills, 
Teuly artistic talento. 

Your macabre adventure of death and 
decay, left те feelir 

Looking up from a grave 8144 
Keep up your good work. 


Xt is hard to know where to begin а critique of this sort as Т am forced 
0 say many derogatory things when по discouragement is intended. Ihe 
first issue of Barbarian Comics ሠጪ not at вії what I'd hoped for, being 
donevhat amateurish, When this comic was first brought to my attention 
(before publication) I felt, at last there vould be A medium to £111 the 
gap between Marvel's Conan and Howard's. Many excuses can be made for thie 
БЕКІ most of which could be linked to economies and that it is 
a first. mese all go without saying. 


Barry Smith than anything to cone along. Please keep trying tot, 
“Repetition doth indeed breed perfectioni" 


Та hopes of improving this comic I would like to make some spacific criti- 
cisma of ite basic elements, First the writing, and here I think ls my 
largest cosplaint. In college I found that in order to pans, а student 

was forced to write simply to fill a page, the more bullshit you could 
Place between the relevant material, the better the grade. In this 
espect Sun ይ Steel would receive an As: i can appreciate а vell turned 
Phrase now and then (and as you have guessed, I 8.5. tool), and cryptio 
poetry 3688 have a place in sword £ вогсвгу, but your story дова Much too 
far, “зе concise, use relevant dialogue to satablish plot, 1 think you 
will find it creates a stable back-up to the art. 


Many of the panela in this issue were very good, excellent in their 
portrayal and characterization of true fighting men. Unfortunately, 

Bot enough attention vas paid to the smaller panels and backgrounds’ to 
Bring out the realism required of this бура of surrealistic art, The hazy 
mood created by this sketchy style of drawing does not lend as much to the 
Work as a more careful treatment. However, this 48 only an opinion and 
Should be accepted as a suggestion not a complaint, Your adaptation vas 
totally acceptable. 


farlier I mentioned the extravagant use of crypticism and nov 2 must 
mencion that which suffered most by it, content. On plot and subject 
matter I have little to say due, unfortunately to a lack of these elements 
Father than an acceptance of tham. 1 can only hope that Tosmol will turn 
Gut to be the real bastard that a sword 6 sortery hero must be, always 
living for himself and his honor (easy on the honor), I could continue 
but T really have little data to по on, You asked for my opinions and Е 
have given them to you in hopes of giving you assistance 1 enjoyed your 
comic and am looking forward to 82, 


Tom agloft 
Sacramento, CA 
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